The dream
What if society were to radically reimagine the role of the child? What if we all saw children as
changemakers, activists, scientists or inventors? What if every child was offered a path to develop these
abilities?
The ultimate aim of Designathon Works and its global community is to enable 1 million children around
the world to become changemakers for a better world. Secondly we want society to include children in
co-designing shared futures.

#ChangemakerChildren

The background
The Designathon Works Foundation teaches children (8 to 12 years old) the skills that help them develop
ideas and solutions for a better world. The children gain knowledge on the SDGs and develop 21st
century skills to collaboratively develop new solutions, use new technologies and take action. The
Designathon method recognises that all children can and want to contribute.
At Designathon Works we are committed to a sustainable future and we believe in the importance of
participatory learning of children and youth and their representation by their voices being heard and
recognised and want to encourage young people to take action. And for that we have already reached
over 100.000 children worldwide.
The method focuses on building the inner abilities of all children, regardless of their gender, race, class,
skill-level or learning situation. Some examples of the diversity of the children we work with include
children growing up in the slums of Nairobi (Mukuru kwa Reuben), newcomers in their ﬁrst year in the
Netherlands, gifted children at The Day a Week School in Amsterdam and children in Shanghai, China
who have won the Shanghai Science Fair competition. Our global community enables us to reach
children all around the world and provide them with the possibility to receive social and environmental
education.
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Global Children’s Designathon
The Global Children’s Designathon (GCD), initiated by Designathon Works in 2014, is an annual event
that uses design and problem-based learning to encourage children from all over the world to think
creatively about sustainability issues.
Children from participating countries around the world work simultaneously to develop their own ideas,
deepen their learnings and have contact with each other during the Learn & Exchange Week. They are
united in their battle against the problems the world is facing!
During the 2022 edition, children will learn about the main causes of the climate crisis, the science
behind it and how it affects the planet and vulnerable people. On April 9th, the selected ﬁnalists will be
invited to the regional ﬁnals where they will prototype and present their ideas to a panel of experts, and
a broader audience.
By supporting the GCD you support the empowerment of children and their educators all over the world.
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How it works
This global event can take place over multiple weeks, the Montreal Center for Learning Disabilities
has opted for a one day workshop.
On April 9th 2022, children aged 8-15 will gather to learn about the global climate crisis and in
smaller groups, work together to develop solutions for local issues. They will also have the chance
to virtually meet other groups of children around the world who are trying to develop climate crisis
solutions for their own local issues. They will share ideas and ask questions.
Children will be paired with a volunteer facilitator who will support and guide them throughout the
day.
The last hour of the day is devoted to sharing their ideas. Parents are invited to join, listen and look
at the ideas that the children have developed over the course of the day.
T-shirts, lunch/snacks/beverages, materials for the workshop all provided free of charge.
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Our impact
●
●
●
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3 published GCD reports ‘The Global Voices of the Next Generation’
6 editions of the Global Children’s Designathon event
40 GCD countries
600 certiﬁed teachers/mentors
4.500 children participated in the GCD
100.000 children reached, through school programs, workshops and
the GCD

A few examples from past editions
● Video of the Global children’s Designathon 2021
● Video Global Children's Designathon 2019: Accra, Montreal and
Paris
● Report Global Voices of the next generation on food and climate
(2019).
● Interview with a GCD participant: Nora
● Next iteration on what one of the inventions could look like: Lampje
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Interested in supporting the
Global Children’s Designathon?
Or do you have any questions?
Contact Ina:
ina@designathon.nl

+31 6 2654 8544

www.designathonworks.com

